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Ch ecklist All proposals submitted under the Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program
(FANRP) must contain the applicable elements described in this brochure. The following
checklist has been prepared to assist in ensuring that the proposal is complete and in the
proper order prior to mailing:

v Application for Funding Cover Page

® s all required information accurate and complete?

® Have all principal investigators and the authorized organizational
representative signed the Cover Page?

® s this a developmental award application?

® Does one copy contain pen-and-ink signatures?

® Have you included a telephone number, fax number, and mail address where a message
may be left for you?

v/ Table of Contents

®  Are page numbers included for egch item’

v Project Summary
® Has the Project Summary,

® Do the name and institugio AV estigators appe the pag n the
following page?

®  Does it include

Odget (Torm ARS-455)
Are budget items complete?
Is the summary budget included?
® Is the funding level total in line N within the stated limit of $400,000 for the
duration of the project proposal?
® Is the budget duration within the stated limit of 3 years?

v/ Indirect Cost Rate Schedule
®  For reimbursement of indirect costs, is a copy included of the applicant’s
indirect cost rate schedule that reports the applicant’s federally negotiated audited rate?

v/ General
® Does the proposal conform to all format and page limitations and deadline
requirements?
®  Are there an original and 12 copies?
® Are all copies complete?
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Overview

Applications are invited for competitive grant and cooperative agreement awards from the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) for fiscal year 2000. This document
provides background on the research areas of interest to the Food Assistance and Nutrition
Research Program (FANRP), application procedures, deadlines for submission, and
guidance for the application process.

USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) anticipates awarding between $2 million and $3
million in fiscal 2000 for competitive grants and cooperative agreements. ERS will accept
proposals under this program for funding levels between $100,000 and $400,000 (for the
duration of the grant and/or the cooperative agreement, nofito exceed 3 years). ERS will
also consider supporting up to three research projects 1 ange of $100,000 to $150,000
for the development of expertise by newly- gra ated researcii€rs or by senior researchers
who are new to food assistance and nutritio . jcations intended for consideration
for a developmental award must state that inteHgi cover page. Parties interested in
smaller grants should consult the ERS t
www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/foodass

Authority

wiiculture, Rural Development, Food and
jct, Fiscal 2000 (P.L. 106-78).

8, the Secretary may award

epupport of research projects to further

mitted by any State agricultural experiment station,
itution or organization, Federal agencies, private

rofit Organizations, 7 CFR 3019; (c) the USDA Uniform Federal
Regulations, 7 CFR Part 3015; (d) the USDA Uniform Administrative

ents for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments, 7
Part 3016; and (e) Cooperative Research Agreement 7 USC 3318b.
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Priority
Research
Program
Areas

ERS is accepting proposals for support of high-priority research of importance to USDA’s

food assistance and nutrition programs in four research areas. Anticipated funding in fiscal
2000 for competitive grants and cooperative agreements will be between $2 million and $3
million.

The research areas listed below highlight the research priorities for which ERS has
determined that competitive grants or cooperative agreements are appropriate. ERS is
especially interested in proposals that make use of longitudinal data or that make creative
and innovation linkages between data sets, such as links H&tween administrative data sets
from various USDA programs or links between administrdive and survey data. The
suggested topics and questions are not meant to be ex . Applicants are encouraged to

FANRP has a wide variety of ongoing resear
encouraged to read project descriptionsd

Applicants may address multiple
areas below:

I. Reaching Unders opulgtions
A. Reaching the El
B. Reachin§ghe Workihg Poor
C. R eens

ams as a Safety Client Well-Being

i 00l ance Program Participation
uses andiConsequences of Food Insecurity
d R

cHources

of thé@chool Lunch Environment on School Lunch Program Participation
the Prevalence of Obesity Among WIC Children
ork, Time Constraints, and Child Nutrition

conomics of Food Choices
. Social Marketing and Market Segmentation Research

C. Eating Patterns, Dietary Quality, and Obesity
D. Obesity, Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance

I. Reaching Underserved Populations

A. Reaching the Elderly

Elderly people make relatively little use of the Food Stamp Program (FSP) as measured by
the percentage of eligible people who participate in the program. Research is needed to
determine the extent to which the nutrition needs of the elderly are underserved, and to
identify not only the determinants that contribute to their low participation but also the
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relative importance of the various factors. In order to anticipate the unique needs of the
aging “baby-boomers,” studies that distinguish between the effects of aging per se and the
effects of being a member of the cohort that is currently elderly are of special interest.
Research is also needed regarding development of effective strategies for increasing elderly
participation in the FSP, such as streamlining the food stamp application process, shifting
the form in which benefits are provided, and identifying alternative ways of assisting the
elderly to access existing benefits. In addition, to develop outreach policies and materials
for the elderly, basic social marketing research is needed on the elderly’s perceptions,
knowledge, attitudes, emotions, concerns, and motivations that pertain to program
participation.

B. Reaching the Working Poor

The concurrent effects of a strong economy and welfare re have increased the number
of the working poor among food stamp clientel@, Nevertheless, the percentage of eligible
working poor households that participate in s relatively low. Research is
needed on participation and access issueg for t i neral, and for
nonparticipating working poor househo . work and earnings

and potential), direct and indirec ici i ation issues, barriers
to participation, food spending |
Research is also needed t : ative actions taken in July
1999 have improved a i . gtions included new guidance
making it easier for fafgili i ] ptions allowing States to simplify
income reporting rules, a i i to clarify the food stamp law’s
access requirem
research o p i orking poor is welcomed.

sistance programs to better reach teenage girls, and the potential costs
fits of such strategies. For example, modifications to the school meal

ss of school meals among teenage girls, increase their participation
tritional benefits. Similarly, it has been suggested that the success of the

) reach fmale teens (and other women) before they become pregnant.

II. Food Programs as a Safety Net and Client Well-Being
A. Assessing Multiple Food Assistance Program Participation

Studies examining the feasibility of linking administrative data from the major USDA food
assistance programs are of interest, as are more general proposals that advance the
understanding of multiple-program participation, for which research on adjunctive (cross-
program) eligibility is of interest. Data for describing and understanding multiple program
participation are sparse, but with recent expansion of case management information systems,
introduction of point-of-sale software for school meals, and implementation of electronic
benefit transfer systems for WIC and food stamps, there is new research potential.

Proposals that explore the feasibility of combining administrative data
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for the major food assistance programs to describe characteristics of participants,
participation dynamics, or timing of receipt and use of benefits are of special interest.
Analytic studies of existing data sources are also welcome. For example, analyses of the
effect of food assistance programs on food insecurity and food expenditures have generally
focused on the Food Stamp Program (FSP). Such a focus often ignores the fact that the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and the School Breakfast Program (SBP) can
make a substantial contribution to household food resources by providing children with up
to 10 meals each week. Other USDA food assistance programs (e.g., WIC, the Child and
Adult Care Feeding Program (CACFP), Summer Food Service Program, and food
distribution programs) expand household resources as well. Studies are needed that evaluate
multiple program impacts and/or participation decisions.

B. Understanding Causes and Consequences o nsecurity

Since 1995, USDA has sponsored annual survefasupplements to the Current Population
Survey to assess the prevalence and severity insggtirity in the United States.
Substantial investments have also been
other national surveys (e.g., NHANES,
such topics as the complex interacl

, trading off food expenditures for other (nonfood)

| care, and drawing on support from friends and
olves participating in government programs for food and
edicaid, and/or housing assistance, as well as drawing
esources. In addition to quantitative analyses of existing

or qualitative studies that document and explain in greater detail the

Anecdotal evidence suggests that the school lunch environment may influence the decision
of whether a child obtains a school lunch as well as how much of the food the child eats.
Research is needed to evaluate the importance of school lunch environment factors, such as
the quality and choices of foods served, the time lunch is served, how much time children
have to eat, whether lunch is after recess, the ambiance of the cafeteria, the availability of
competitive foods, and, for older children, whether an open-campus policy is adopted
officially or de facto. Studies are also encouraged to include a section that suggests creative
alternatives to address the problems identified by the study.
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B. Reducing the Prevalence of Obesity Among WIC Children

An increasing proportion of children who participate in the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) are overweight or obese, yet little is
known regarding the factors that contribute to a child’s becoming overweight or obese
during the preschool years. FANRP is particularly interested in better understanding the
role of factors that might be amenable to change through WIC’s nutrition education
activities. For example, how does breastfeeding affect the likelihood of a child being obese
at 2-5 years old? What other feeding practices influence the likelihood of a preschool child
becoming obese? What are some of the parental attitudes and perceptions about appropriate
feeding practices or what constitutes a “healthy” child, angd what are some of the sources of
knowledge that influence parents’ perceptions and practicg§? What market research would
be needed to develop an enhanced program of nutriti ation activities aimed at
reducing the prevalence of overweight and obesity among chifidren who participate in WIC?

C. Mother’s Work, Time Constraints, a

As increasing numbers of mothers join

from the grocery store or from
ts and take-out). Earlier FANRP
y higher in fat and saturated fat and
o an increased consumption might

of working mothers may also spend

ay potentially affect the child’s energy balance.
households with working mothers, particularly low-
d time constraints associated with labor force

al contribution of foods provided by day-care providers
coping strategies on their children’s dietary patterns,

require less time to p.
food service establish

Food Choices

changes in dietary patterns of Americans during the last quarter century,
needed to understand the roles played by various determinants, such as expansion
istance programs; changes in prices, incomes, and education; increased
Sssibility of fast food; age and/or cohort effects; increased labor force participation by
women; regulatory actions by the Government; expansions in nutrition knowledge; and
changes in tastes. What have been the returns to food assistance programs and nutrition
information programs? Have the effects of education or income on diet choices changed
over time? How do these effects differ across sociodemographic groups? Can food
assistance programs use economic incentives to promote more healthful eating patterns?
Another area of particular interest is the public and private costs and benefits of healthful
diets for low-income households; special attention could be devoted to the types of
opportunity costs that low-income households face, such as medical or housing needs that
compete for food in the household’s budget. In addition, studies are needed on the roles
played by cultural, social, and psychological factors that may be more profound for food
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choices than for other consumption behaviors. Research is needed as well on the
intertemporal costs and benefits of food choices. Do consumers recognize that food intakes
in the current period have long-term health consequences, and do their current food choices
reflect intertemporal tradeoffs? Do sociodemographic groups differ in the extent to which
their food choices incorporate intertemporal tradeoffs?

B. Social Marketing and Market Segmentation Research

Research is needed to improve our understanding of the needs, wants, perceptions,
knowledge, attitudes, emotions, concerns, and motivations of food assistance clientele
relating to overcoming barriers to healthy eating. One needed step is the development of
sociodemographic/lifestyle stratifications and/or market s@gments for use in social marketing
of nutrition education and program outreach, with t je@tive of improving eating patterns
and diet quality.

C. Eating Patterns, Dietary Quality, an

Research is needed to identify “eating

diet quality (as measured by the
individuals who eat breakfast te

that high intake of adde i iet quality, and that
i yiglthough little is known about
how intake and source B8titutes) influence diet quality and/or

obesity, or whether indivi ¢ t drinks would replace it with milk.
The ability to_jdcHg ) i 11 gils that are associated with diet quality
and/or ob y i iZi gtviduals for better targeting of nutrition
informat program designg@nd fgg service delivery.

d Insec ood Assistance

and its occurrence at earlier ages, is of concern to public

Sectional data, such as the CSFII or NHANES, is useful in

the behavioral choices that are associated with the presence of obesity,
explaining what behavioral choices are associated with the

f obe For example, cross-sectional data do not allow the researcher to

r certain dietary patterns (such as high intake of calories from fat) or

ence the development of obesity, or if instead the dietary patterns or

consequences of being overweight or obese (for example, obese

#ve irregular diets with feast/famine cycles that may ultimately result in obesity. To
better understand the temporal issues, a longitudinal perspective is needed. FANRP is
interested in funding research to analyze data from longitudinal studies—such as the
Framingham Study, MR. FIT, or the Nurses’ Health Study—that might provide insights on
the factors associated with the development of obesity. Of particular interest is
understanding the roles that food insecurity and food assistance programs may play in the
development or prevention of obesity.
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Eligibility
Requirements,
Award Types,
and Overhead
and Other
Costs

The Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP) may award competitive
grants or cooperative agreements under this announcement. Applicants need not specify
the type of award in their proposal. FANRP reserves the right to determine the type of
award. The type of award made for a selected proposal will be governed by the nature and
degree of involvement desired by FANRP in the project and the type of institution
requesting funding (see “Authority,” p. 1). In accordance with Federal statutes, the amount
of overhead ERS will pay is governed by the type of award and the type of institution
receiving the award.

Proposals may be submitted by any State agricultural expdiiment station, college, university,
other research institution or organization, Federal, Statc, unty agencies, private
organization, corporation, or individual.

Proposals submitted by non-United States orgagiz ill not be considered. The research
proposed must be designed specifically
previously.

Proposals may include requests

lvement between ERS and the investigators. There
eements: cooperative research agreements and

Statutes dictate the amount of overhead that ERS pays by type of award and
institution. In cooperative research agreements, ERS pays no overhead to State cooperative
institutions (i.e., land-grant universities and their constituent schools and departments); up to
10 percent of total direct costs as overhead to nonprofit institutions other than State
cooperative institutions; and the federally negotiated audited rate to other institutions. In
competitive grants and cooperative assistance agreements, ERS pays the federally negotiated
audited rate. For reimbursement of indirect costs, the applicant must include a copy of its
indirect cost rate schedule with the application.

ERS does not pay tuition remission/reimbursement under any class of agreement.
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Peer
Review of
Applications

All proposals received will be acknowledged. If you do not receive an acknowledgment
within 30 days of the submission deadline, please contact the FANRP office at (202) 694-
5270 or email: FANRP@ers.usda.gov. Prior to technical examination, a preliminary review
will be made for responsiveness to the Priority Research Program Area (for example,
relationship of the proposal to one of the four research areas and proposed requirements).

Proposals that do not fall within the guidelines as stated in this document will be eliminated
from program competition, and the applicant will be notified in writing.

Peer review panels will be convened to review proposals ifl each research area. All
applicants will be notified in writing by October 31, to whether their proposal has
been accepted for an award by FANRP.

Peer review panel members will be selected
relevant research or technical fields, takigg i

training and experience in

®  The level of formal social scies
of the individual as well as
research and other relevant

e  The need to include
within relevant soci

eer Jeviewers experts
i dustry, pryfaice

a vdriety of organizational types
ant(s), and geographic locations);

treme care will be taken to prevent any actual or
inaYaftect review or evaluation. Names of submitting
as proposal content and individual peer evaluations, will
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Evaluation
Factors &
Criteria

The proposal evaluation process includes both internal staff review and evaluation by peer
review panels with members drawn from universities, industry, private consultants, and
Government officials. Peer review panels will be selected and structured to provide expertise
and objective judgment in the evaluation of the proposals.

The peer review panel will use the following criteria and weights to evaluate proposals (100
points total):

Research Merit of the Proposal (weight: 35 points)

This criterion is used to assess the conceptual adequagy offthe hypothesis or research
question, the clarity and delineation of objectives, the ade y of the description of the
undertaking, and how the anticipated results widl advance policy knowledge and the
development and implementation of progra kerownd information should be brief for
proposals that address one of the topics descri es 2-5; agmore extensive
justification is needed for a proposal wi

Overall Approach (weight: 304

t; time allocated for
ch design, appropriateness

This criterion relates to the probs
systematic attainment of ghjectives

Workplan, Budget, an [veyfe ]

This criterion_re to thg extent to whicl al budget adequately supports the project
and is cos ghive" iewers widbevaluateifglle workplan is reasonable and sufficient to
ensure tit plementation apd’completion of the study.

(weight:

the adeguacy ofqavailable or attainable support personnel, facilities, and instrumentation.
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HOW to Please note that this document, with a downloadable budget form, is available on the ERS
- website at www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/foodasst. Photocopies of materials and budget form
Obtaln are acceptable. Paper copies may also be requested from:

Appllc_atlon Ms. Cathi Ferguson
Materials FANRP/ERS

1800 M Street, NW, Room N2129
Washington, DC 20036-5831
Telephone: (202) 694-5270

Fax: (202) 694-5677

Email: FANRP@ers.usda.gov

X
OO
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Application
Process

Overview

These guidelines are provided to assist you in preparing a proposal to the Competitive
Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program of the Food Assistance and Nutrition Research
Program. Please read these guidelines carefully before preparing your submission.

The necessary information for completing a proposal is included on the inside of the front
cover, and an ARS-455 budget form is included.

Submission Requirements

The purpose of a grant or cooperative agreement proposal 190 persuade FANRP and
members of the food assistance and nutrition regearch community who provide advice to
FANREP that the proposed project is importa odolgeically sound, and worthy of
support under the criteria listed on page 9. Thefeforoffie propos ust be submitted in

e application should

, and should be
rmation for

the name of the principal
investigator and, where mitting institution are included on the

Application for ®unding of ‘each page. This will permit easy
identificatiQgsig, thejgve icati
process.

For

forma
phraseology should be avoided where possible. In addition, phrases such as
invesireation of”” or “research on” should not be used.

*  Statement of Whether This is a Developmental Award Application.
*  Program to Which You Are Applying. “FANRP”

*  Priority Research Program Area. Choose the one research area that is most appropriate
to the research being proposed (Reaching Underserved Populations, Food Programs as a
Safety Net and Client Well-Being, Child Nutrition, or Behavioral Nutrition). It is
important that only one research area be selected. When the appropriateness of the
chosen research area may be in question, the final program area assignment will be
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made by the FANRP staff. The principal investigator will be informed of any changes in
assigned research area.

*  Principal Investigator(s)/Project Director(s). List the name(s) of the proposing principal
investigator(s). If there is more than one investigator, all must be listed and all must sign the
Application for Funding Cover Page. Co-principal investigators should be limited to those
required for major research collaboration; minor collaborators or consultants are more
appropriately designated as collaborators (see p. 14). Only the principal investigators listed
will receive direct correspondence from FANRP.

umbers and the email address (if
include a telephone number

*  Contact Information. Please list the telephone and fa
available) of the principal investigator(s). In addition, pleal
where a message can be left, if different from above.

* Signatures. Sign and date the Applicatio unding Cover Page. All proposals must
be signed by the proposing principal investig

through institutions or organizations, e

Page will not be listed on the gr4
that an award is made. Proposals

aced immediately after the Application
e reader to the pages for all sections of

t mary, and must be assembled as the third page of
Table of Contents) and should not be numbered. The

persons in disciplines relating to the food and agricultural sciences. The
hould be a self-contained, specific description of the activity to be
should focus on:

1 project goal(s) and supporting objectives; and
ans to accomplish project goal(s).

The importance of a concise, informative project summary cannot be overemphasized.

Project Description

The written text may not exceed 15 pages (whether single- or double-spaced). The proposal
should be assembled so that the Project Description immediately follows the Project
Summary. To clarify page limitation requirements, page numbering for the Project
Description should start with 1, and should be placed on the bottom of the page. The 15-
page limitation does not include figures, tables, or attachments such as the survey instrument
(if relevant). All proposals are to be submitted on standard 82 x 11" paper. In addition,
margins must be at least 1 inch, type size must be 12 point (equivalent to this size for some

12
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printers is 10 pitch or 10 characters per inch, which is also acceptable), there should be no
more than 6 lines per inch, and there should be no page reductions. The project description
must contain the following components:

e Introduction. A clear statement of the long-term goal(s) and supporting objectives or
research questions of the proposed project should be included. The most significant
published work in the field under consideration, including the work of key project personnel
on the current application, should be reviewed. The current status of research in this field
should also be described.

*  Rationale and Significance. Concisely present the rati@nale behind the proposed
research. The objectives’ specific relationship to the potenflal long-term improvement in the
efficiency of the USDA’s food assistance and nutritio ms should be shown clearly.
These purposes are described under Research Priorities on pdge 2. Any novel ideas or
contributions that the proposed project offerg,sh@ld also be discussed in this section.

* A description of the resea
performed;

alyzed or interpreted;
s and of model specification issues (for proposed
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Note: The sections detailed below are not included in the page limitations for the Project
Description section.

Citations to Project Description

All references cited should be complete, including titles and all co-authors, and should
conform to an accepted journal format.

Collaborative Arrangements

If the nature of the proposed project requires collaboration or subcontractual arrangements
with other research scientists, corporations, organizations gagencies, or entities, the applicant
must identify the collaborator(s) and provide a full explan@ition of the nature of the
collaboration. Evidence (that is, letters of intent) sh rovided to assure peer reviewers
that the collaborators involved have agreed to render this sef€i

Only one proposal may be submitted for_the proj he lead institution. Other
pcation for Funding

review. Identical proposals sub gfterent institutions are
also not permitted and will be re

d experience of the proposed project
project must be identified clearly.

f cogauthorships on ensuing publications) whether or not
for all subcontractors, the following should be

iculum vitae should be limited to a presentation of
@S, such as educational, employment, and professional
awards. The vitae shall be no more than two pages each in length,
listings; and

ist(s). A chronological list of all publications in refereed journals during
cluding those in press, must be provided for each professional project
mbe om a curriculum vitae is provided. Also list only those non-refereed technical
s relevant to the proposed project. All authors should be listed in the same order
hey gppear on each paper cited, along with the title and complete references as these
usually appear in journals.

Budget (Form ARS-455)

A summary budget is required detailing requested support for the overall project period,
which is not to exceed 3 years. Funding levels accepted are between $100,000 and $400,000
for the duration of the project (not to exceed 3 years). ERS will also consider supporting up
to three research projects in the range of $100,000 to $150,000 for the development of
expertise by newly-graduated researchers or by senior researchers who are new to food
assistance and nutrition issues.

14
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Funds may be requested under any of the budget categories listed, provided that the item or
service requested is identified as necessary for successful conduct of the proposed project,
allowable under applicable Federal cost principles, and not prohibited under any applicable
Federal statute or regulation.

Budget items include:

¢ Salaries and wages
* Nonexpendable equipment
* Materials and supplies

* Domestic travel

¢ Publication costs/page charges
¢ Computer costs

¢ Other direct costs

e Indirect costs

Salaries of faculty members and other i rkip@ on the project may be

e 10 to obtain a paper copy
or an electronic copy.

Indirect Cost Rate
For reimbursemgnt of ind ausP include with the application a copy
its indi icant’s federally negotiated audited rate.
@ ending Suppor;

of cllanges in pending grant support that arise after the proposal has been
ible funds—including principal investigator and support staff salaries,

oncompetitive process. Analogous information must be provided for any pending
g9 including this proposal, that are now being considered by, or that will be

d in the near future to, other possible sponsors, including other USDA programs or
agencies. Note that this proposal must be listed as Pending. In addition to completing the
information, investigators also should include a brief statement of research objectives or
project summaries for all projects listed in Current and Pending Support. Concurrent
submission of identical or similar proposals to other possible sponsors will not prejudice
proposal review or evaluation by the Program Manager or experts engaged by the Program
Manager for this purpose. However, a proposal that duplicates or overlaps substantially with
a proposal already reviewed and funded (or that will be funded) by FANRP will not be
funded under this program.
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Please include the following information under the heading “Current and Pending Support.”

* Record information for active and pending projects in separate sections by name,
supporting agency, total funding amount, effective and expiration dates, percentage
of time committed, and title of project.

* All current research to which principal investigator(s) and other senior personnel
have committed a portion of their time must be listed, whether or not salary for the
person involved is included in the budgets of the various projects.

Additions to Project Description

Each project description is expected to be complete withofit the need to refer to additional
materials. However, additions to the Project Descript endices) are allowed if they are

directly germane to the proposed research. This total may if@lude reprints (papers that have
been published in peer-reviewed journals) or ps@prints (manuscripts in press for a peer-
reviewed journal must be accompanied by 1 lWnce from the publishing journal).

ed and printed on both

Manuscripts sent in support of the prop
sides of the page. Each manuscript s

e single-s

page limitations prescribed
ill\ot be used during the review process.

mitted. Prior to mailing, it is urged that the proposal be compared with

the checklist inside front cover of this announcement.

To ensure prompt receipt of submitted proposals, use First Class or Express mail, or a
courief§grvice. W be considered for funding this fiscal year, proposals (an original and 12
i begiransmitted by the relevant date indicated on the last page of this

ment under “Deadline Dates” (as indicated by postmark or date on courier bill of
ate proposals will not be considered. Electronic or fax submissions will not be

Address for Submitting Proposals:
Economic Research Service
FANRP Business Office
1800 M Street, NW, Room N2129
Washington, DC 20036-5831
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Proposal
Disposition

FANRP will select those proposals that will be offered an award based on peer review,
research priorities, and the availability of funding.

FANREP reserves the right to negotiate with the principal investigator or project director
and/or with the submitting organization or institution regarding project revisions (for
example, reductions in the scope of work), funding level, or period or method of support
prior to recommending any project for funding.

A proposal may be withdrawn by the principal investigat
funding decision is made regarding the proposal; however@withdrawn proposals normally
will not be returned. One copy of each proposal that 1s ected for funding (including
those that are withdrawn) will be retained by FANRP for a pctiod of 1 year. The remaining

copies will be destroyed.

at any time before a final

O
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Duration of
Awards

The total period for which a grant or cooperative agreement is awarded (including all funded
and unfunded time extensions) may not exceed 3 years.

Management Information

Once a grant or cooperative agreement has been reviewed and recommended for funding,
specific management and organizational information relating to the applicant shall be
requested on a one-time basis prior to the award. Copies of forms needed in fulfilling the
requirements will be provided by the FANRP office.

Notice of Award

A competitive grant or cooperative agreement aggard documerit, containing the budget, terms
and conditions of the award, and other necesgary Waformagion, will be prepared and
forwarded to each grantee or cooperator, alonguith'@gNotice of petitive Grant or
Cooperative Agreement Award, by the e and Fin anagement Division,

ARS, USDA.
Financial Obligations O
For any competitive grapgfOr cooperative agreeme

obligation of ERS sh amount of funds aut

ded, th€ maximum financial

the award. This amount will
budget. However, in the event an
erroneous amo t, the approved budget, or any
supporting dg reserves the un cht to make the correction and to make

e j t in the aggBunt of thd§gWard to align with the authorized amount.
8se guidelines or a ram announcement shall obligate ERS, the
ited49tat8fto ke favorable action on any application received in
ent, offto support any project at a particular level. Further,
applicgtion nor the award of any project grant or cooperative
ate the United States in any way to make any renewal,

upplemental, inuation, or other award with respect to any approved application or
ortion of agappro¥@d application.
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Post-Award
Administration

Awardees will be required to ensure that all funds are expended in accordance
with the terms and conditions of grant or cooperative agreement award,
Departmental regulations, and the applicable Federal cost principles in effect on
the date of the award. Responsibility for the use and expenditure of grant or
cooperative agreement funds may not be transferred or delegated in whole or in
part to another party (even if a grantee or cooperator enters into a contractual
relationship with that party), unless the grant or cooperative agreement itself is
transferred in whole or in part to another party by ERS.

support, etc., will be governed largely by the terms an
competitive grant award or cooperative agreemgnt. Among otfer things, these
terms and conditions will set forth the kinds gf -awartg changes that may be

Office. It is urged that all key project p

representatives read them carefully,
Release of Informatio
ERS receives grant and cg®perative ement pr

protect the confidenti eir contents to the e

il ati ing fungded proje 1 be made available to the
of ;nformation Act, the Privacy Act, and
iNGUSDA regulations?
i dkmation (and fee schedule relating to the

@ USDA/ERS FANRP Competitive Grants & Cooperative Agreements Program, Fiscal Year 2000
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Deadline To be considered for funding in fiscal 2000, proposals must have a postmark or date on
courier bill of lading on or before the dates listed below:

Dates
Receipt Date Program Area
May 25, 2000 Reaching Underserved Populations
May 25, 2000 Food Programs asfa Safety Net and
Client Well-Bei

May 26, 2000

May 26, 2000

The U.S. Department riculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
jonal origllp, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family
jbited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s Target
600 (voice and TDD).

amp. of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building,
4th and Mdependence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).
i equal opportunity provider and employer.







22

USDA/ERS FANRP Competitive Grants & Cooperative Agreements Program, Fiscal Year 2000

@





